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Looking for Jesus! 



St. Matthew Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Lancaster, PA  

Easter Seven 
May 21, 2023 

 
PRELUDE   In the Holy Place                
            James Michael Stevens
         
 

*Thanksgiving for Baptism 
  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
by whose hand we are given new birth, 
by whose speaking we are given new life. 
Amen. 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are welcomed, restored, and supported 
as citizens of the new creation. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
Holy God, 
holy and merciful, 
holy and mighty, 
you are the river of life, 
you are the everlasting wellspring. 
In mercy and might you have freed us from death 
and raised us with Jesus, the firstborn of the dead. 
In baptismal waters our old life is washed away, 
and in them we are born anew. 
 

Glory to you for oceans and lakes, 
for rivers and streams. 
Honor to you for waters that wash us clean, 
quench our thirst, and nurture both crops and creatures. 
Praise to you for the life-giving water of baptism, 
the outpouring of the Spirit of the new creation. 
Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you. 
Empower our witness to your resurrection. 
Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for all. 
Satisfy the world’s need through this living water. 
Where drought dries the earth, bring refreshment. 
Where despair prevails, grant hope. 
Where chaos reigns, bring peace. 
We ask this through Christ, 
who with you and the Spirit reigns forever. 
Amen. 
 

 



GATHERING 
 
*GATHERING HYMN   Crown Him with Many Crowns     
                     ELW #855 
  
 

*GREETING  
 

Pastor:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,   
   and  the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you   
   all. 
People: And also with you. 
 
 

*Kyrie                                         p.138 
 
 

*Hymn of Praise             Glory to God...  p. 139    
 
 

 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended 
to your right hand. Unite us with Christ and each other in suffering 
and in joy, that all the world may be drawn into your bountiful  
presence, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
People: Amen. 
 
 
  

WORD 
 
First Reading:  Acts 1:6-14 
 
6When [the apostles] had come together, they asked [Jesus], “Lord, 
is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He 
replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the  
Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my  
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of 
the earth.” 9When he had said this, as they were watching, he was 
lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10While he was  
going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in 
white robes stood by them. 11They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you 
stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up 
from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go 
into heaven.” 
 12Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, 



which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. 13When 
they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where 
they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip 
and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, 
and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14All these were 
constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain 
women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his  
brothers. 
  

 Reader:  Word of God; Word of Life. 
 People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

 
Psalm: Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35     Spoken in Unison 
 
      1Let God arise, and let God’s enemies be scattered; 
  let those who hate God flee. 
 2As smoke is driven away, so you should drive them away; 
  as the wax melts before the fire, so let the wicked perish  
       at the presence of God. 
 3But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; 
  let them also be merry and joyful. 
 4Sing to God, sing praises to God’s name; exalt the one who  
       rides the clouds; 
  I AM is that name, rejoice before God!  
 5In your holy habitation, O God, 
  you are a father to orphans, defender of widows; 
 6you give the solitary a home and bring forth prisoners into  
       freedom; but the rebels shall live in desert places. 
 7O God, when you went forth before your people, 
  when you marched through the wilderness, 
 8the earth quaked, and the skies poured down rain, at the  
       presence of God, the God of Sinai, 
  at the presence of God, the God of Israel. 
 9You sent a bountiful rain, O God; 
  you restored your inheritance when it languished. 
 10Your people found their home in it; 
  in your goodness, O God, you have made provision for the  
       poor.  
 32Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; 
  sing praises to the Lord. 
 33You ride in the heavens, O God, in the ancient heavens; 
  you send forth your voice, your mighty voice. 
 34Ascribe power to God, 
  whose majesty is over Israel; whose strength is in the  
       skies. 
 35How wonderful you are in your holy places, O God of  



       Israel, 
  giving strength and power to your people! Blessed be God!  
 
 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11  
 
12Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place 
among you to test you, as though something strange were  
happening to you. 13But rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ’s 
sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his 
glory is revealed. 14If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are 
blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is  
resting on you. 
 

 5:6Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so 
that he may exalt you in due time. 7Cast all your anxiety on him,  
because he cares for you. 8Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like a 
roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for 
someone to devour. 9Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you 
know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing 
the same kinds of suffering. 10And after you have suffered for a little 
while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in 
Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. 
11To him be the power forever and ever. Amen. 
      

 Reader: Word of God; Word of Life. 
 People: Thanks be to God 
 
 

*Gospel Acclamation      p. 142 a    
 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal 
life. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. John 
People:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 
Gospel: John 17:1-11 
 
1After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples], he looked up 
to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so 
that the Son may glorify you, 2since you have given him authority 
over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 
3And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4I glorified you on earth by 
finishing the work that you gave me to do. 5So now, Father, glorify 
me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence 
before the world existed. 
 6“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me 



from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and 
they have kept your word. 7Now they know that everything you 
have given me is from you; 8for the words that you gave to me I 
have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth 
that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9I 
am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, 
but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. 
10All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified 
in them. 11And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the 
world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your 
name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are 
one.” 
  

 Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord 
 PEOPLE: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 
SERMON          REV. BRENDA RITTERPUSCH 
 
 

*HYMN OF THE DAY     I Come With Joy         
                             ELW #482    

    
*NICENE CREED                                            
  
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into  
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living  
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and  
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 



We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

 
PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
 

Between each petition the following is said: 
 

Asst. Min.:  Hear us, O God, 
People:   Your mercy is great. 
 

Asst. Min.:  Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift 
our prayers and praise to you, almighty and eternal God; through 
Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
People:  Amen. 
 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC VIDEO 
 
  One Voice         produced by LoudVoice Music 

     Jenevy, Maria and Joy 

 

 

PREPARING THE TABLE 
A note about communion practices at St. Matthew...If you are seeking 
Christ, you are welcome to receive the sacrament, no matter your faith 
practice. We serve a wheat wafer and a small cup of wine. If you prefer 
a gluten-free wafer or juice, please indicate that to your server. If you 
would like to receive a prayer blessing instead of communion, simply 
indicate that at the altar rail. God is with you! 
 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Generous God, 
in this meal you offer your very self. 
We give thanks for these gifts of the earth. 
In the breaking of this bread 
reveal to us the Risen One. 
In the pouring of this wine 
pour us out in service to the world; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 

*The Great Thanksgiving     p. 144a         
            

Pastor:     The Lord be with you. 
People:    And also with you. 
Pastor:     Lift up your hearts. 
People:   We lift them to the Lord. 



Pastor:     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:   It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...we praise your name and 
join their unending hymn: 
 
 

*Sanctus           p. 144b 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth 
are full of your glory. Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in  
the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
 
 

*Eucharistic Prayer 
 
 

*Acclamation:                         p. 145 
 
 

*LORD’S PRAYER                                 Spoken in Unison 
  Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
  Give us this day our daily bread;   
  and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive  those who trespass against us;   
  and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.  
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

  and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.  
 
 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
 

Come and know Christ, 
broken and poured out for you. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 

SHARING OF THE SACRAMENT  
 
 
 

*TABLE BLESSING 
 

The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ      
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
 



*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Gracious God, 
in you we live and move and have our being. 
With your word and this meal of grace, 
you have nourished our life together. 
Strengthen us to show your love 
and serve the world in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 

 
*BENEDICTION   
 

The God of all, 
who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, 
bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 
to live in the new creation. 
Amen. 
 
 

*SENDING HYMN  A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing!      
                       ELW #393  
  
 

*DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

POSTLUDE     Jesus Shall Reign          
                  arr. Lloyd Larson  
                   
     

    
            
    
    
       
    
    
    

          
  
 
 
 
 
 



 

Weekly Prayer List 
 
 

Janet Baker, Jack Bitzer, Joseph Coddington,  
Jake Collins, Earl Elsen, Leroy Emmerich,  

Steve Feldmann, Sheila Leffler, Mary Rynier,  
Lunda Shaub, Terry Tice, 

Shirley Wertz and Norma Whitmeyer 

 

BETTER BONES, BETTER BALANCE  
Dr. Tim Kauffman’s class 
(Tuesdays at 12:00 PM) 

 

May classes have been cancelled. Check here  
for news of when classes will resume. 

How Can I Help To 
Restock Lydia’s Closet? 

 
Ask family, friends, and neighbors to donate new or gen-

tly used clothing for students, ages 5 - 18. NEW socks and 
underwear are always needed. 

  

Make a monetary donation, using the “Clothing Bank” en-
velopes and let others do the shopping. All items can be 

placed on the table in Fellowship Hall.  
Collecting through the end of May. Thank you! 

 

Wednesday Bible Study Schedule 
 

  

 May 17-  Videos on Matthew or Study on Ascension 
 May 24-  Study on Feast of Pentecost 
 May 31-  Study on Holy Trinity 

 

                 GAME DAY is coming! 
Sunday June 11  

from 11 to 2 or 3(?) 
Puzzles, games, fun! 



St. Matthew Lutheran Church 
Statement of Welcome, Affirmation  

and Full Participation 
 
 

Welcome to St Matthew, the little church 
with a big heart. 

We are a Reconciling in Christ (Open and Affirming)  
congregation, so when we say “all are welcome”,  

we really mean it. 
 

We strive to live that out in our actions as well as our words. We 
publicly and humbly commit to do what it takes to truly be a 

sanctuary filled with warmth, love, understanding, safety,  
respect and care for all who enter here. 

 

(Please see our Full Statement of Welcome, Affirmation and Full  
Participation on our website: www.stmatthewelc.com. Copies of the 

Full Statement are also available in the Education and  

 
 

MAY BIRTHDAYS! 
      

 5/4  Nancy Smith 
 5/5  Bob Wimer 
 5/9  Mimi Ruth 
 5/19  Lunda Shaub 
 5/22  Cynthia Longenecker 
 5/24  Linda Tice 
 5/24  Mark Smith 
 5/28  Richard Kirchoff 
 
    

MAY ANNIVERSARIES! 
 

 5/2  Brad & Sheila Charles 
 5/17  Paul & Donna Kilgore 
 5/19  Erik & Sarah Teichmann 
 5/28  Steve & Sue Feldmann 

 
 

Today’s chancel flowers are given  
by Nancy Smith in memory  

of Rick Smith 
 



 The Congregation                                                                   
The Ministers        
 

Pastor Robin Fero                Church Office   
          phone: 717-394-9607 
          Website: stmatthewelc.com  

          Email: info@stmatthewelc.com            
Barb Elsen           
Council President         
                             
 

Susan Feldmann      Ann Hossler 
Director of Music/Choir     Organist/Pianist 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
  

  

 Altar Care for May:  Brenda Stauffer & Linda Tice 

 Assisting Minister:  Linda McIntyre 

 Greeter:     Barb Eshbach 

 Usher:      OPEN 

 Reader:     Linda Tice 

 Counters:      Carol Rothweiler & Brad Charles 

 
 
5/20  Saturday 
 2:00pm  Quilting Workshop 
 5:00pm  Worship 
    
 

5/21  Sunday 
 10:00am Worship  
 11:15am Evangelism Mtg    
 
  

5/24  Wednesday 
 12:00pm Bible Study 
  
 

5/25  Thursday 
 5:30pm  Frontier Scouts* 
 6:30pm  Choir Rehearsal 
 
  

5/27  Saturday 
 5:00pm  Worship 
    
 

 
 
 

 
 
5/28  Sunday 
 10:00am Worship  
  
 
*Events scheduled for outside groups that use our 
facility. You are welcome to attend or sign up for all 
other events on the calendar. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scripture Readings— 
May 27-28, 2023 

 

Acts 2:1-21 
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 

1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 
John 20:19-23 


